[Recognition of cardiorespiratory distress and failure in children].
Every pediatrician and general practitioner can face children with life-threatening conditions in their private practice. Recognition of symptoms of respiratory failure and shock is essential to initiate therapy promptly in order to prevent the development of cardiopulmonary failure. This article provides clinical information on detecting critical respiratory and cardiac conditions, anticipating cardiac arrest in children, establishing priorities in care, and transferring to an emergency center.